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Each piece of stone or marble is a product of nature. 
It is unique, with color and structure variations.

None of the veins or pores should be considered 
defects; they are part of the natural beauty of the 
piece.

Please value and enjoy your table. It is the only one 
of its kind, and represents a unique part of Italian 
heritage, millions of years in the making. 
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An Introduction to Marble 

Marble is hard, crystalline limestone or dolomite, 
formed under extreme pressure or heat within the 
earth. It can take a high polish, and is widely used in 
sculpture and building. 
Marble has a long and splendid history. The ancient 
Greeks created their cities and sculptures primarily 
from Pentelic and Parian marbles quarried in Greece. 
Romans also used marble in their architecture and 
art, obtained originally in Greece and later from 
their own Roman quarries. 
With a highly polished smooth face and its wide 
color variations, marble is one of nature’s most 
impressive stones. The colors are due to impurities, 
such as iron or carbon, caught in the stone’s structure 
during its formation. Colors often appear as stripes, 
which make the marble, especially when cut very 
elegant indeed. 
From the crafting of graceful home furnishings to 
the creation of magnificent sculptures, marble is one 
of the finest, most historical, stones that can be used. 
Part of the pleasure of owning a marble table is the 
uniqueness of each piece.



98

ARABESCATO VAGLI
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BIANCO MICHELANGELO
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BIANCO STATUARIO
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CALDIA
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BIANCO CARRARA
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BIANCO LILLA
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BEIGE CORALLO
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CREMA MARFIL
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ROSA PORTOGALLO
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VERDE GIADA
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LIGHT IMPERADOR
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IMPERADOR
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NEW DARK IMPERADOR
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PORT LAURENT
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NERO MARQUINIA
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NERO GUINEA
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ONYX
Onyx is a highly decorative material that has been 
used as a gemstone and as a decorative surfacing 
material. Many varieties of onyx include semi-
translucent veining that may be backlit, creating a 
dramatic effect. 
The materials commercially known as Onyx are 
scientifically known as alabasters formed by deposits 
of calcium carbonate in water rich in bicarbonate. 

A characteristic of the onyx is the presence of strips, 
owing to the fact that the levels of carbonate can 
have different colors, according to the concentration 
of the minerals and the impurities contained. The 
most common mineral of “marble onyx” is calcite, 
followed by aragonite; other minerals frequently 
associated are clay and quartz. 
The color is white or varied due to impurities of the 
different chemical compositions. The color of onyx 
is rarely uniform, thus in the same deposit there can 
be clear colored materials alternating with dark or 
even brown or opaque white color. The veins or 
brownish red spots are very frequent owing to the 
presence of iron oxide.

The most frequent use is in the elaboration of 
different objects: already five thousand years before 
Christ vases were made of it in Egypt. 
The age of the deposits of onyx tends to be recent 
(Pliocene and Quaternary), while the historical use 
is old. Plinius records of material extracted in Italy 
and Greece. 

The world of onyx is vast, fascinating and unending! 
It has been present in ancient civilizations everywhere 
and is always in fashion.
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WHITE ONYX
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RED ONYX



4746

A Word about Travertine

Travertine is also limestone, which though not heated 
to a high temperature (vitrified) within the earth, has 
been highly compressed. Originally the bed of an 
ancient sea, the limestone rose from deep beneath 
the earth’s surface as mountains were formed.
The unusual beauty of travertine is the inclusion of 
other minerals, perhaps laid on the sea floor as the 
limestone was being formed, perhaps percolating 
into the limestone’s natural fissures during its 
journey into the earth’s crust.
The minerals can be found in pockets or can form 
dramatic veins of white brown or black. These are 
not defects; they are simply part of the particular 
piece of the mountain from which the travertine was 
cut. As a very porous stone, travertine also has many 
pores or holes. Again, this is not a defect, but simply 
a natural part of the product. When necessary, veins 
and pores are filled, and every effort is made to blend 
it with the coloration of the tabletop. Nut-colored 
Travertine (Noce Travertino in Italian) is one of the 
rarer colors available and is difficult to find.
Because Italy’s travertine quarries are situated 
in an area of outstanding natural beauty, for both 
environmental and aesthetic reasons quarrying 
activity is strictly controlled by the Italian 
Government. Travertine is graded by a long-
established procedure, and you can be certain your 
piece is of the finest grade.
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LIGHT TRAVERTINE
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NOCE TRAVERTINE
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